CHAPTER  IV
RENAISSANCE  OF*" THE  MONARCHY
" THE constitutional and hereditary Monarchy
that we happily possess is not an outworn relic of
the past, as some shallow, theory-ridden minds
suppose. It is their theories that are outworn,
and out of tune both with the facts and with the
deeper instincts of the people. The Monarchy
is a living thing which has grown with the nation,
changed with it, and adapted itself to the new
conditions brought about by new deeds, new ideas,
and the whole process of change which no living
thing escapes. It has not the place it once had,
but it has become far more important in a different
way. It is the central ganglion which extends
its fibres through all the limbs and organs of the
body politic, and holds them together as a living
organism.351
From 1862 onwards there were complaints (1)
of the invisibility of the Sovereign, and (2) of the
lack of the externals of Royalty. Where, it was
asked, were " the shows of yesteryear" ? It
was a drab Court; trade was suffering. " We
are not getting enough for our money." Radical
1 The " Times," January 3, 1911.